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Neighbourhood Plan - An invitation to help shape our future
As you may be aware the District Council has been formulating a plan to control
development until 2031. It's about highlighting the need for housing, where it could go,
what employment and transport needs will be needed and other aspect of forward
planning that goes with it. It's a truly large scale piece of work.
In a traditional sense the Parish have been bound by what
the District Council decides but times are changing and we
now have an opportunity to have our say in a scheme called
a Neighbourhood Plan.
Neighbourhood plans are a relatively new idea which gives
Parishes an opportunity to develop their own document to
complement (not oppose) the so called Core Strategy. It’s
developed and evidenced locally, voted on in a Parish
referendum and then it carries legal weight. Developers have
challenged these plans in the High Court and lost. As a
Parish council we feel it’s an opportunity that's too good to
miss.
Neighbourhood plans cannot reverse plans already approved
but it can protect areas of land from further development, it
can set policies on types on development, community
facilities, protect of heritage.... It is also a lot of hard work
and we will need your input
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Hugglescote and Donington le Heath Parish Council
- A brief introduction
Welcome from your Parish Chair
A warm welcome to our first Newsletter which
Hugglescote & Donington Le Heath Parish Council will
be issuing to each household as part of the Community
Voice publication.
The parish does not have one publication that covers its whole area so those households who do not receive this
publication will receive this as a parish council newsletter.
Our aim is to impart news and items of interest as well as to complement the information contained on the Parish
Council website (www.huggdonpc.org.uk). We hope (if you are able) you will visit our website – the content is
informative and covers details about the Parish, Parish Council matters, planning applications, useful local contacts.
We hope also that this newsletter will help you to understand what the Parish Council achieves on your behalf. We
have spent some time updating the website and we would like to encourage you to use the Community pages to
promote local events, clubs meetings etc. along with contact details.

What can you do? Turn up to our open morning on Saturday
September 23rd between 10am and 1pm and let us know
your priorities, what you would like to see happen in our
community and yes, perhaps volunteer to help.

Again, welcome to you all – we very much hope that you will look forward to our news and please let us have your
views – Thank you Russell Johnson

At the moment we do have a full compliment of councillors but vacancies do arise from time to time.
Failing that our next elections are due in May 2019. However we do have very valued volunteers who give their
talents and time to the Parish without being a member. Perhaps that could be you?

Planning. Traditionally Parish Councils don't get to decide
if and where houses get built but we are consulted on all
planning applications and we are increasingly confident
in getting our voices heard. How our area will look in the
future continues to be a challenge but we consider every
application received from NWLDC’s Planning team.

Get in touch get involved

Our meetings are on the third Thursday of every month (except August) at 7:30 in the Community Centre and the
public are very much welcomed.
In the meantime if you have an issue, or an idea, you can contact us through the Parish Clerk :

Simon Weaver, clerk@huggdonpc.org.uk Phone 07927 384847
or any of the Councillor team. All details are on the website
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The Parish Council only came into being in 2011when 9
community minded individuals were elected to serve.
Since its inception the cast has changed (only two
members are still in place from that original group) but
the scope and depth of its work has steadily grown ever
since.
What does the Parish Council do?
We really are the eyes and ears on the ground. We have
recently taken over all open spaces previously owned by
the District Council. and maintain and improve them to a
standard that the council and you as residents desire..
Things like grass cutting, flower beds, play provision and
equipment are now our responsibility and we can now
determine what and how these are developed.

Times however are changing and we have recently begun
work on a Neighbourhood Plan which gives communities
greater say on development within their boundaries (more
of this elsewhere).
Do you remember the so called C.R.A.G. campaign that
was formed to protect our community centre from
unwanted re-development? That came from an idea of the
Parish Council. Have you seen groups litter picking on a
Saturday morning around the Parish? That might have
been us. Have you seen people out and about monitoring
speed of traffic in the Parish, that's another scheme the
council gets involved with?
In short if it’s going on in Hugglescote and Donington le
Heath we could be involved.
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Village Quiz
We have always known that the
people of our Parish are smart people,
after all look where they choose to live.
However just how smart?
That is the question
The Parish Council will be running a village quiz
for the community to come together, enjoy a
drinkand have a fun evening.
Groups of friends, teams from community groups,
family teams it doesn't really matter.
We can't promise big prizes (and our quiz master
is certainly no Chris Tarrant) but it’s the
first instalment of something we hope will be
an annual event.

The quiz will take place on September
29th at 7:30 in the community centre.

Parish council on line.

Conservation Area

We live in a digital age and the Parish Council has its very
own newly upgraded website for you to visit. On there you
can find details of our activities, notification of events,
meetings, how to contact your councillors and all other
sorts of community information .

The District Council has recently been in contact with us
asking for our opinions on creating a conservation area on
and around Dennis Street.

Our address is www.huggdonpc.org.uk

What does that mean? Conservation areas are designated
areas that are theoretically offered extra protection from
development to preserve its special character however it’s
very much a double edged sword with downsides too.
Dennis Street has some old and historic buildings,
especially at the end nearest the Working Man’s Club
(although not that building itself). Some have suggested
that our existing community Centre also could be
protected however these benefits could present a burden
on all householders within the area. There are greater
restrictions on what can be done with properties, even
those without a historical tale to tell and greater expense
in any planning applications.

Dog Mess
It’s not pleasant and it’s not a new story but complaints
of dog mess are staple of council life.

We are also on Facebook and it can be a
goodway to interact with fellow residents
and councillors.
You can find us on the HuggDon PC page.

Thankfully it is now expected people should pick up after
their pet but that doesn't mean everyone does and even
then the walk to the nearest bin proves too taxing for
some. Have you seen dog bags hanging from trees? Left
at the side of a path or just abandoned at random places?
Worst of all someone recently decided to empty a bin of
dog bags and leave them strewn over Ashburton Road.

Community Action
Did someone say litter pick earlier on? Yes,
that is something we do
On the first Saturday of every month we meet at the
Community Centre to try and keep our Parish tidy. It's not
just councillors, it’s an open invite to anyone with an hour
or so to spare.
It's not just litter picking. Before now we have planted
3000 bulbs, something we intend to do this year.
We provide the equipment, some very fetching high vis
jackets and usually a cup of tea at the end of it. There's
no need to book, just turn up and join in and we would
be very pleased to see you and let us know if there are
areas that are in need of attention.

This isn't meant to be a kill joy moment, dog owning can
be a real joy. However can the tiniest of minorities please
embrace the minor downsides too?

Van Break Ins
It will sadly not be news to some in our Parish but vans
around the area have been targeted by thieves looking to
steal any valuable contents that might lie within. The
issue is not just limited to us as we are aware of similar
cases nearby
What can you do? Be vigilant. be aware and be careful.
Police are aware of the problem and are investigating but
until those responsible are caught please don't leave any
valuables in your vehicle. After all if their activities stop
being profitable it will soon stop.
Also if you are unfortunate enough to be the victim of a
break in or attempted break in please report it to the
Police. Each piece of information will help in catching
those responsible.

STREET NAMING
It’s a little known fact but developers contact the Parish
Council for suggestions for street names and with such
large scale house building coming to our area it’s always
good to have ideas in hand.
We try to have local themes to our suggestions to reflect
our local history. For example we have recently nominated
Arthur Newberry Choyce, former headmaster of Snibston
School and First World War poet who was renowned on
both sides of the Atlantic.
It doesn't have to be deceased people though; it can be
any theme that we feel gives our new residents a feel for
their new community. If you have any ideas about what
would be a good theme by all means get in touch and
perhaps one day your idea will be literally be built on.

