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Hugglescote & Donington le Heath
Neighbourhood Plan
May 2018

The Bear Facts

The Newsletter of Hugglescote and Donington le Heath Parish Council

Dear Resident

Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaire
Imagine Hugglescote & Donington Le Heath
In 20 years' time? - Or 10 years or 5 years? How about next year?
You may be aware we are in the process of creating a Neighbourhood Plan for Hugglescote & Donington Le Heath.
This must accurately reflect the views of those who live in the parish area.
We are therefore seeking your views by asking you to complete this Questionnaire. Those under the age of 18 will be
given the opportunity to express their views by completing a Young People's Questionnaire which will be available; on
line, or copies given to community groups, school and academies, from the clerk or at the community centre.
Your input to the process via the Questionnaire is extremely important. Clearly we need to be fully aware of your
views so that we can incorporate them in the Neighbourhood Plan. Less well known, but equally important to the
process, is that we have to be able to demonstrate to external assessors that the plan is based on a valid and
comprehensive evidence base, which will be provided by the responses to the Questionnaire rather than a number
of opinions.
I am sure that you will appreciate therefore that it is important that we have a tremendous return of completed
Questionnaires. Please do help us to achieve this.
To help to have a speedy response this questionnaire can be completed on line. Alternatively, if you would rather,
please complete and leave at Hugglescote Community Centre or give to any Parish Councillor.
If you would rather give a verbal response please contact any Councillor or me and we can arrange to complete this
with you. e.mail:clerk@huggdonpc.org.uk : web site huggdonpc.org.uk
The Questionnaire asks how you think the Parish area should change over the next decade and beyond. If you find
difficulty with this, or just want to know more of the background, we will be holding an information session on
Saturday 12th May 2018 10.30am -12noon. Members of the working party will be present to discuss any issues
connected with the Questionnaire and the plan. They are only there to clarify any factual questions you may have
about the Questionnaire itself or background information. They will not attempt to help you fill in the answers, or to
influence your responses. We need your independent opinions.
Yours sincerely

Simon Weaver

The Bear Facts
The Newsletter of Hugglescote and Donington le Heath Parish Council

Neighbourhood Plan

May Issue

With this edition is your questionnaire for our neighbourhood plan, please take a look
through it and let us have your feedback.
We realise that it’s very much the modern trend to consult and ask for feedback and sometimes there is a suspicion
that your views are only being sought as a box filling exercise. Please be assured that is not the case here.
This questionnaire helps formulate the community's
priorities and inform those policy makers on our
Neighbourhood plan groups. Everything we present and
propose must be backed up by evidence, what better
evidence could there be than the evidence of our
residents.
If you are able please fill in our questionnaire on line,
however should this not be for you (and not everyone is
IT savvy) then please use the paper copy.
Should you need any assistance, or have any thoughts
please get in contact with either our Parish Clerk or
Councillor Will Jennings who is heading up this aspect of
the council’s work.

Speedwatch
If you see a group of volunteers in the Parish wearing hi-vis jackets and brandishing the speed gun (also called the
hair dryer) then it’s us.
What are we doing? Monitoring speed throughout the
Parish having been trained to use Constabulary approved
equipment. Please be reassured the aim is not to identify
marginal transgressors, more to find hard evidence of
speeding traffic and to ensure those who are showing
serious disregard to Speed Limits through our Parish are
identified.
What happens if you are caught? Firstly and most
importantly please slow down. You will also receive a
letter from Leicestershire Police informing you of your
speed. Unlike a speeding ticket by the Police there is no
fine or points on your licence however should you get
three such letters then the Police will start to take a
serious interest.
Finally, a very public thank you to those who are taking
part and giving their time to their community. We couldn't
do it without you
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The Bear Facts
Village Quiz Night
and Annual Electors
meeting of the Parish
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Davidsons Housing Developers
We have got a question for you, in fact
we have got quite a few.
On Friday May 18th (?) the famous or perhaps
infamous Bear Fact Quiz night makes another
appearance, another free of charge opportunity to
dazzle your team mates and the wider community
on your knowledge of subjects as wide ranging as
toe wrestling and popular lyrics.
On this occasion we will be holding our annual
(and very short we promise) Parish meeting
beforehand so you can question a parish
councillor before the serious business of the bar
opening and our rotund question master
questioning you.
Please come along
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Planning & Housing Development
The planning group met recently to discuss plans in the
parish and most notably on Station Road.
The plan is question involved demolishing a house on
Station Road to allow access to build on a site around the
back of the former Methodist Church.
This area now forms part of the conservation area and
members felt that to allow a house to be removed is
contrary to the spirit of a conservation area and therefore
should be resisted. There were also concerns that visibility
from the site entrance makes an access onto Station Road
problematic. Whilst the power to approve or decline this
application is not ours we have made our point known.
There seems to be little point in having a conservation
area and allowing its power to be diluted at the first
challenge.

At our recent April meeting two employees of Davidsons builders came down to discuss their plans for building around
800 houses on Grange Road.
The Parish is lucky to have knowledgeable help that
meant the employees were subject to more rigorous
questioning that they perhaps would have expected.
Concern was expressed why all the hedgerow along the
proposed site was removed and replaced by metal
fencing. Signage was requested to prevent construction
traffic going through Hugglescote rather than back up
towards the Birch Tree island, precautions were requested
to make sure that mud from the site wasn't brought back
onto Grange Road and causing a potential safety hazard,
requests for more bungalows as well as many other
issues.

WW1 100th Anniversary
In our last edition we advertised a meeting to co-ordinate
activities surrounding the 100th anniversary of the ending
of the Great War.
We are delighted to relate that 18 members of the general
public turned up to that meeting and many great ideas
were put forward to formulate a programme of events. We
are also delighted the Llynda Baugh who has previously
assisted the Council and put together our original World
War One weekend is back with us to co-ordinate this effort
too.
The group will be meeting monthly so please don't think
that you have missed your chance to contribute if you
were not able to make that first meeting. Please get in
touch via our clerk should you wish to know.

Whilst it may seem like a grilling it was good to have
builders trying to positively engage with the existing
community. It was also good to see that the much needed
new school that forms part of the outline plans may be
brought forward earlier than expected to ease envisaged
overcrowding at our local school.
They have promised to be in regular contact and we
welcome that approach and keep you all informed of
progress.

