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Community Engagement
We've had a rather busy twelve months
Our favourite Bear Hunt is happening on the 28th June 2020 though we cannot
discount the odd 'rogue' bear! It's all part of the fun day.
In September, the community centre was decorated out with 1940's theme plus we
were entertained admirably by a songstress. The catering was 1940's style and ration
cards were used to order the food which, when served, was portioned 'generously'
and very tasty to boot! Check the Parish Council's facebook site for photos of the event.

Christmas
Community Vision
The Parish Council team have recently undertaken
a review of their activities and focus for the next
four years which involved two workshops whereby
the vision for Hugglescote and Donington le Heath
was revisited and four priority initiatives identified.
Our vision for our community is:

“To have a community where people of all ages feel
safe, valued and proud to call the parish their home
and place of work”

This year marked our very first parish council Christmas
Card, which the parish councillors delivered personally
in the run up to Christmas, with able support from
Kathryn Spencer who sped around her delivery area on
her mobility scooter with the rest of her family in tow!
The response was very positive and far outweighed the
trapped fingers, cold hands and barking dogs
encountered! We will be doing it again this coming
Christmas so if you're free, come along and help out.
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Welcome to our first Parish Newsletter of 2020
What is a Parish Council?
The Parish Council is a group of like-minded people who hold a deep interest in the welfare of the community and
provide a service of advice and assistance to the people of the parish.
There are nine parish Councillors serving the villages of Hugglescote and Donington le Heath. The parish is split into
two wards – St Mary's and St John's. These two wards cover the area shown on the map below. As you can see it's
quite an extensive area that we cover.
Each Councillor is elected for a four
year duration and is expected to
attend the parish council meetings
which are currently held on the third
Thursday of the month, at the
community centre in Hugglescote.
The parish council has various
sub-groups that specialise in certain
aspects of interest, such as planning
application
consultation,
land
management
issues
etc.
In certain cases co-option to these
sub-groups becomes available
where
expertise
within
the
community can be used to enhance
the parish councils response to
issues that are outside our abilities.

This year we installed our new Christmas Tree on 'Bear
Island' which proved very popular with everyone, upon
reading the feedback on Facebook.

Our key initiatives for the next four years are:

• To improve community engagement
• To protect our green spaces
• To have safer roads, community and environment
• To have a cleaner, prouder community
We believe, based upon your feedback and identified
local concerns that these initiatives will make a
difference in our community, which we can all be
proud of.
However we cannot do this alone, we need your help
and support, therefore if you feel these ideas
resonate with you, please contact us and become
part of a team of local people who want to make a
difference in our community.

However our efforts were somewhat tainted by the fact
that the tree suffered damage over the New Year where
there were attempts to climb up the netting that house
the lights. Sadly the tree is not repairable but we are
planning to repeat the event this year with possibly two
more in the locale.

Goodbye to our vicar
We say Good luck and Farewell to Olwen Woolcock
the vicar of St John's Parish Church.
Olwen is taking up a part time position and semi
retirement in Rutland to be near her daughter and
grandchildren. Olwen will be missed by all and goes
with our best wishes for the future.
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2020/2021 Precept
Last month the Parish Council met to decide on its precept for the
coming financial year.
The precept is the amount of money required by the Council to pay
for the provision of facilities and some services in the village. The
agreed sum is added to the requirements of the District and County
Councils along with those of the Fire Authority and Police and Crime
Commissioner to make up the Council Tax for the year.
The parish council has frozen its precept requirement again for
2020/2021.This is partly due to the increasing number of new
properties being built within the parish area, so not all new
developments can be viewed as negative, however the parish
council has to balance the precept setting against a reduction in the
support grant from the District Council (NWLDC).
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Bulb Planting

Littering

In early January 2020 a “dedicated” team of bulb
planters were out in the parish planting daffodils, tulips
and crocuses to brighten the verges and approaches to
our parish.

In our parish there are some who continue to throw litter
which is a disappointment but our priority is always looking
after our parish as best we can.

This is done every year, this last year’s bulbs planted are
already growing so if you fancy yourself as green-fingered
and would like to get involved, details are posted on our
parish Facebook page prior to planting.

Neighbourhood Plan
It’s been a busy year as the Parish Council has been heavily involved with producing its Neighbourhood Plan for
submission to N.W.L.D.C as well as the numerous stakeholders who have to be consulted on this plan.

One way we achieve this is to hold a Community tidy up which
is held monthly on the first Saturday of the month. It is a sad
fact of life but we do seem to attract a lot of litter in our parish
partly due to being exposed to through traffic on the main road
in Hugglescote. Standard Hill and Grange Road are what we
term as “hot spots” when we do litter pick in these area's we
manage to collect loads of bags full. Other spots which are
popular are Berryhill Lane, St Mary's Lane, Ashburton Road, The Green and Manor Road. In fact, regrettably the entire
parish is a popular dumping ground for littering. Fly tipping on St Mary's Lane was recently reported to NWLDC for
removal. It needs to be stopped and everyone in the community should show more respect for their surroundings.

The aim of the Plan is to ensure our community is protected from housing developers creating undue pressure(s) on
the community as well as ensuring that the communities’ interests, wishes and amenities are maintained. This is not
an easy position to understand for most parishioners as the continuing developments we see in our parish are taking
away our village but most of what we see happening has been under threat of development for some considerable
time. Having said that, your Parish Council is consulted on and responds to, all planning applications that have
impacts on our community back to the local District Council’s planning department for their deliberations. Whether
the responses are considered or not the parish has discharged its “duty” but through intense lobbying by members of
the P.C with developers and agents they have opened channels of dialogue that has mitigated, in certain cases,
changes to plans that soften the impacts being felt by us all.

Please pick up after your dog!
Another issue plaguing us is dog mess.
Unfortunately we have a minority who find it
necessary to dump bagged dog mess under
hedges, hanging from bushes or just dumped close
to play areas.
There are those among us who just leave it where
it gets deposited. Please can we remind you that it
is actually an offence not to clean up after your dog
and you can be prosecuted and fined if you are
caught!

There has been some successes, for example the addition of
a memorial to the mining dead of the Whitwick mine disaster
of 1898 on the housing development close by the doctor’s
surgery on Grange Road, the addition of a roundabout, also
on Grange Road, coupled with reduced road speed limits to
make it safer for all road users and pedestrians, an upgraded
footpath from along Grange Road and finally obtaining a
refusal from N.W.L.D.C to allow a development of 30
properties being placed at the bottom of Station Road.
Here we can mention the arrival of a Co-Op store at Oak Tree
corner. The Parish Council has worked hard with the Co-Op
in getting the new store built. Through the efforts of past and
present councillors, the Co-Op has agreed to name it The Oak
Tree Corner Store and also to have a display board telling the
story of the Oak Tree that stood there. The store is planned to
open in early March 2020 so please keep your eyes and ears
open for the further details.

Website
The Parish Councils website is a very useful tool to access information, not only for
local details, e.g. a list of your local parish councillors, but has links to the District
Council as well as our County Council websites.

Hugglescote and Donington le Heath
Parish Council

By the time this publication reaches you the vacancy fo St Marys has been filled
and we would like to welcome Michael Rossell to the Council, his details will be on
the web site. www.huggdonpc.org.uk for any further information.

You can dispose of your dog’s bagged mess either
in the dog bins provided, or take it home and put it
in your general household waste bin. We prefer not
to have “street art of dog bags” hanging from
branches / railings /gates etc

Flooding
You will be well aware that we have had some problems caused by floods, in
particular The Scout Hut car park, Station Road, Grange Rd and Forest Rd areas.
Some of these problems have been attributed to the excessive rainfall we have
experienced which overwhelmed the sewer systems in the area. We did however,
experience serious flooding on Grange Rd where raw sewage flowed over the road
and onto nearby properties.
Prompt action by your parish Councillors enabled some respite to be gained whilst
contact was made with Severn Trent Water who assisted as a result. On further
investigation by Severn Trent it was found that the foul water sewer under Millfield
playing field was inundated with storm water which it should not be carrying.
The upshot of the above investigation is that they are now looking into
improvements being put in place, however in the meantime, it has meant that one
planning application for the locale being firstly deferred and then refused, partly
due to this flooding problem.
Raw sewage and storm water on Station Road outside the cemetery gates.

